
with their reeeommendation, saved Illinois, audi '

perhaps Indiana, from becoming slave States.!- -' ..

When the people of Illinois formed their Stat
Constitution, they incorporated into it a section'
providing that neither - Slavery nor involuntary
servitude shall introduced into this
State." Tbe Constitution made provision 7 for" tiio "

continued service of the few. persons who. were...
originally held Bs slaves, and then bound to service
under the Territorial laws, and for the freedom ef
their children, and thus secured the final extinc-
tion ofSiavery. The Senator think that this re-

sult is not attributhble to the Ordinance. I.difi'e
from him. But for tbe Ordinance, I have no
doubt Slavery would have been introduced into I o--
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dl.inO. Illinois, nnd Oliin Th ia onmall.mntA t)i '. .. ,6 ...
credit of the Era of Conservatism, uniting its' in-- :: '"
fiuences with those of tho expiring Era of En- -'

fiauchisemen. that it maintained the Ordinance
; '

of 17S7 intheNorthwost. ' - - --t .i
The Era of Conservatism passed, also, by

gvadalions. "into the Era of 'StAvekr
Under the influences of this hew'

spirit, we opened the whole Territory acquire'd
from Mexico, except California,' to the ingress of ' ' '
Slavery. " Every foot of it was covered by a Mex- -'
ican prohibition; and yet, by the legislation of 1850, t ' '
we consented to expose' it to the introduction of "' V

slaves'. ' Sums, I believe, have been actually car-li- eu

into Utah and into New Mexico. "'They hiay. '

be few, perhaps,' but a few are enough to affect '

materially the probable character of their future. '

' ' ' ' 'Governments. -- ''
Sir, 1 believe we are on the verge of aaother

Era. The introduction of this ouestinri her: And'

!ft

ila discussion,' wilUgreatly hasten its' advent. That
Era will be the Era of Beaction. We, who in-

sist upon the denationalization' of Slavery, and up-
on the absolute divorce of the General Govern-
ment from all' connection with it, will stand with
i hs men who favored the Compromise acts, add
who yet wish to adhere fo them, in their tetter
nnd in their spirit, against the repeal of the MiEsou'-- .
ti prohibition. Yoii may pass it here. ' Ylu toaj- -

send it to the other Hjubb. ; It may become law.
But its effect will be to satisfy- all thinking men.
that no compromises with Slavery will en3orej

so 'ong as they serve the interests of Slavery;-
and that there is no Bale and honorable ground to
stand u;:on,except that of restricting Slavery within.
State limits, arid excluding it absolutely from "'the-who-

rphere of' Federal jurisdictioh." The old
questions between political parlies are at resC''"No
great question so thoroughly possesses the'' public
mind as this of Slavery.. ..This discussion will.bas- -
tan tthe inevitable l of parties upoq.,
the new issues which our circumstances suggest. j

i

lis

!
i
i
i
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was admitted without restriction, by the act itself.

Every other paitof the compact, on the part of ihe

free Slates, has been , fulfilled to the letter. No
partof the compact on the pai tof the slave States
has been fulfilled at oil, except in the admission of
Iowa and the orgauizilion of Minnesota; and now

the slnve Sttes propose to break up .the contract,

without the consent and against the will of the
free States, aod upon the doctrine of supersedure
which if sanclioued ot all, must be inevitably ex

tended so as to overthrow the existing prohibition

of Slavery ia all the organized Territories.
Let me read to the Senate some paragraphs

from Niles's Register, published in Baltimore

March 11, 1820, which show clearly what was.

then the universaf understanding in respect to this
'"-- ' ''arrangement.

"TbeTerritory north of 36 deg. 30 mm is 'Jor- -

ertr forbidden 10 be peopled with slaves, except

in the State of Missouri. The right, then, to in-

habit Slavery in any of the territories is olerily

and completely acknowledged, and it is condition,

ed, as to some of them, that even when they be

come State Slavery shall be 'forever prohibited

in them.Tbere is no hardship in this.. Ihe
Territories belong to the United States, and Govr

ernment may rightfully prescribe the terms on

which it will dispose of the public lands. I Ins

great point was agreed to in the Senate, 33 vo'es

to 11; and in the House of .Representatives, uy

134 to 42, or really 139 to 37. And we trust it is

determined forever' in respect t' tbe countries

now subject of the General Govern- -

ment." ': r ' ''
I ask Senators particularly to mark this:

; "It is true that theComjnromiteis tvpporUd only

by lie letter of thtr law, rrpealalU by the authority

which enacted it? but the cireumttance of ihe case

give to the law a moral force tqual to tliat of a
positive provision and ire do

- . . . . - . .1 -- j ' i .

tint hntjrd anvthina bo lamtis mat me ioniuiu--
tioit exists in its observance. Both i parties have

sicrificed much7 to conoilliation.-- ' - We ui&h to see

the compact kept in good faith and we trust that
a kind Providence will open the wb to relieve us
of art evil which every good citizen deprecates as

the supreme curse of the country." '' '

That, sir, was the language of a M.irylander, in

1820. He expressed the universal understanding

of the country. Here, then, is the oompHot com-

plete, pei feet, irrepealable, which is ejjibodied in

a legislative act. It had the two Beckons of the
country for its parties, a great territory, for its Bub

jeer, and a permanent adjustment of a.dangerous

controversy for iu object. - It was forced upon the

free States. It has been litterally fulfilled by the

free StJteB. It is binding; indeed, only upon hon

or and conscience; but, in au h matter, the ob

ligations of bouor and conscience mutt be regard

ed as even more sacred than : those ot constitu

tional provisions. --- - -

Mr. President if there was any principle which

prevailed in this arrangement, it was that of per

mitting the continuance of Slavery in the locali-

ties where it actually existed at the time of the

arq.iisitoo of the Territory, and prohibiting it in

the parts of Territory in which- no slaves were oc

tually held. This was a wide departure from the
oriEinnl policy which Contemplated the exclusion
of Slavery from territories in which jt actually ex
isted at the timet of quisitic)B. B it the klea that
Slavery could ever be introduced int free Terri
tory'under the Sanction of Congress.' had not, as

yet, entered into any man's head.. ' '

" Mr.- President,' I shall haaterf'to n'conclusion.

Iri 1 848 we acquired a vast territory fronf Mf xico

The free States demanded th it this territory, free'

when1 acquired, should remain' free: under the
Govo'rnment cf the United States. ' The Senator
froni Illinois tells ua that he proposed the exten
sion of the Missouri Compromise fme through th

territoryand complains thiit it was r"jcted by

the votes of the free States. "So it was. And
why?' Because' the 'Missouri Compromise ap
plied to territory in which Slavery was already al

lowed. 'The Missouri prohibition exempted a por

tion of this territory, and the larger portion from

the evil. It carried out,' in respect to thn, the
original policy of the country I 'But tbe extensiou
of that line through Ihe torritoiy acquired from
Mexico, with the understending which Ihe Sena
tor from' Illinois and bis friends attached to it,
would introduce Slavery into a vast ' region in
which Slavery at the time of acquisition was no
allowed. " To agree fo it would hnve been to re-

verse totally the original policy of the country,
and to disregard the principle Upon which the
Missouri Compromise Was based.

It'is true that when" the controversy in respect
to this Territory came to a conclusion, the prov.s
bns of Ihe acts by wiich territorial Guverntneuts
were organized, were in some respec's worse than
that proposition of tbe Senator. While those bil

professed to leave the question of S'ltyery or no
Slavery in the Territories, unaffucted by their
provisions,, to judicial decision, they did. neverthe
less, virtually decide the question fur all the terri-

tory covered by them, so far as legislation could
decide it, agninst Freedom. California, indeed,
was admitted as a free State; aod by her admission

the scheme of extending a line of slave States to

tbe Pacific wbs for the time defeated. The priu
ciple upon which Northern friends of the Territo
rial Compromise acts vindicted their support of
them was this : Slavery is prohibited in these
Territories by Mexican law ; that law is not re
pealed by any provision of the acts ; iudeed, said
many of them. Slavery cannot exist in any Ter-
ritory, except in virtue of a postive act of Congress;
no such act allows Slavery there; theie u no dun
ger, .therefore, that any slaves will be taken into
the Territory. , Southern supporters of the mea
sures sustained them upon quite opposite grounds.
Under the provisions cf the Federal Cons'.ilution
they said, the slaveholder can hold his slurea in

aoy Territoiy, in spite of any prohibition of a Ter-
ritorial Legislature, or even of an act of Congress.
Tbe Mexican law forbidding Slavery was abro
gated at the moment of acquisition, by the opera-

tion of Ihe Constituion. Congress has not under
taken to impose any prohibition. We can, there-
fore, take our slaves there, if we please.' .. - v

The committee tell us that this question was
left in doubt by the Territorial bills. '

.Vhat, then, was the principle,' if any, upon
which ihis controversy was adjusted ' Clearly
Ibis : That when free territory is aoquired, lhat
part of H which is ready to come in as a free State
ebalLbe.adniUed ilitp the Union, and ,lht part
which is not ready shall be ognnised into Territo-
rial Governments, and its condition In reeriect to
Slavery "or Freedom shall be left in doubt during
the whole period of its Territorial existence.,.,.
. lt.isqiiiie obvious, Mr. President, how very

prejudicial such a doubt must be to the settlement,

and improvement of the Territory..' But I must

fct in use upon this, . i.

territory acquired by the Union would have been J

covereil with the impenetrable a?gia: of freedom.
But theD. aa now, there Was a slave interest in the
country then, ns now, there was a slave power.
The interest was comparatively . small, and the
power comparatively weak; but they were suffic-

ient, under the then existing Government,, to de-

feat the proviso, and transfer the great question o
Slavery to future discussion. The1 facts which I
have detailed however are sufficient to show
what "was "the general sentimont, and what was
ther original' policy ot the country in respect to
Slavery. It waa One ef limitation, , discourage-
ment, repression. - . " : 'k Ui .-

- ,;
What next occurred I The sohject of organiz-

ing this Territory remained before Congress. Air.
Jefferson, in 1785, went to France. . His great in-

fluence was no longer felt in the councils of the
country ;"but" his' proviso remained, and" in 1787
was incorporated into the Oidinance for the gov-

ernment of the Territory Northwest of Ihe'Eiver
Ohio." I beg the Senate to observe, that tliia Ter-
ritory wa, at that snement, the "whole territory
belonging to the United States. I will not trouble
the. Senate, by reading the proviso of the- - OrdU
nacce.-- . It is enough to say that the Jefferson pro-vb- o

of 1784, coupled with a provision saving to the
original States of the Union a right to reclaim fu-

gitives from service, was incorporated into the Or-
dinance, and became a fundamental law over every
foot Of National territory. "What was the" policy
indicated by this action by the father of the Re-
public? Was it that of indifferentismr between
Slavery and Freedom ? that of establishing a geo
graphical line, on one side of which there should
be Liberty,- - and on the- other side Slavery, both
equally under the protection and countenance of
the Government ! ...No, sir; the. furthest thing
possible from that. It wag the policy of excluding
Slavery from .all, National territory. t It was
adopted, too, under' remaVkabfe' circumstances.
The territory oyer which it was established was
clamed by Virginia in right ofJher charter.' and in
right of ' The :coorjuest gallant George Rogers
Clarke; one of the bravest aodnoblest cons of ibaf
State,, had, with a .small body of troops', raised
under her authority, invaded and conquered the
territory,, lavery, was .alresdy ,theei ofider Jbe

, rc,1?, WJMiq Uo, At the claim of i

ginja. was well founded,; under th. laws ef that.
State. These jFscts prove that" the first applica-
tion of tht) originnl poricy of the Government con- -
verted sTava territory inlo free territory"." "

Now'i sii what uaratite;s 'were given for1 the
mnintermnce :ef this- - policy in titrre3 to 'e'nme 1r 'i
oncs upon tins floor, baverfed to a fact, which lias
not, attraoJed eo-- much 'ntrjpotion- - B,' in my jbdg-ment,i- t8

importancedeserves. I It ie tLis. ; While
the Coogrrsswas framing this Ordinance tlmoet
the last act of iu illustrious Lberc--4b- e CooveDlioo
','';h ira.pjet jLe CoEEtituiiuo was t iitirg jn J?bi.

adeipiiia. . Seyrral. gentlemen wore members nf.
both bodies, and at. the lime this Ordinance was
adopted, no propotiiioo in resj eel to JTIuvery had
been discussed in' the Convention, except '""th t
which resblted in the"establishment of Uie iliree-fifllia-

-'

ehius4---Ir- ' is impossible to sayj with abso-

lute certainty, thiaibe menrporntion of that Clause
into the CotistilutKin, which gnve the lave States
a rern esemHtionfi.r three-fifth- s of their slaves, had
anythiag to do uiih the urrttniinous vote by which
the proviso was ei,ialted upon ll:e Ordinaocr; but
ihexoa.cidnce irf jeninikiiWe, and justifies the tu
Terence "ihatthe., facts. ..were .At 'ill
events, the prpvMOjCanJiardJy fail to have been re
garded s lffdrding a gUarHnlee- - ioe the perprtua- -

, .:. ..r .i i: tu " vi luo iaiiijr which H eptai,itftea.i ) v: '
i eAlready jgevea .of the original, l.hii teen States
had taken measures for the abolition tf , Slaver,
wilhio their, limit8.t.pBd wee as . f ee
$?1ft:-.-- ix pniyflt the origirwl Stat'eiKwere re-- 't

garded as slave States. The OrdioaDce priivited
for the fcreation of Xveloevr-- ; fsee States, and t,'us
sexuraj tlje decided BFceadendy of the free States"
in the Cuaife deration' The: perpetuation "or Sla
veiy even iri ah'y State; it is quite obvious, was nit
then'even thought of." i'--l siu',!i.i je.?

i And no 'sir, let m ask the attention of ihe'
Senate to the Constitution itself. fs That charter of
our Government was" not formed upon' ry

principles', but opon anti-slave- ry prtrjclples.' It no-

where recognises ny right'of property in man.
It nowhere confers upon the Government which
it createsi ny power to establish or to continue
SlaveryJ '. Mn Madison litmBelf records in bis re-
port of the debate ef the Convention' his own de-

claration, : that aJ- was wrong rto admit in the Con-
stitution The Idea thatihere could be property in;
men... Every clause in- - the Constitution which

in any way to slates speaks of them 'as" per-soi- 8,

'ard excludes the idea bf In Eortie
of the States it'is true, slaves were regarded as

The language or 'Mr.-Justice" iMcLea'n on ihis
poiot isvefy striking. "He sayS:-- - -- i'" - "
' " That' cannot .divest them of the leading and

coot rolling qualify of persons by which they 'are
designated in the Constitution. "The characler of
property is given them' by 1be local law.' This
law ia respected, and all rights under it are pro-

tected bythe Federal au:horities ; But1 the1 Cbn- -
stitntion acts upon sluves as persons, and not' as
property
a Well, sir, not only was the' idea of property' in
men excluded from ' the Constitution ; not only
was there no power granted to Congress to au-

thorize or 'enable "any man to hold another as
preperty,: but an amendment was afterwards eb
graft bd upon the Constitution, which especially
denied all such "power:'' "' ' ' ' ' -

V The history of that amendment is worth etten- -
tiori. i The State which' the Senators from Vir
ginia so ably represent 'on this fl lor was one of
those which immediately after the adoption of the
Constitution proposed amendments of it.' One of
the amendments which she pro osed was this

Ne free man ought to be taken, imprisoned.
or deprived of his freehold, liberties, or franchises.
or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner deprived
of his life, liberty, or property, but by the tovr of
the lar.d.M C ' ':-- : . ' ' -

Did Congress adopt that amendment T No,
sirt it was adopted and proposed to the States a
very different amendment.' It was tbisf ;

"No person - ' shall be deprived of
life, Uberty, of property," without due process of
law." i.vr. . A . . I

'

,,.xhow, sir, in my judgment. Ibis prohibition was
iri ended as a comprehensive guarantee ef person
ai ireeapm, and denies absolutely to Congress the
,eroi jeg1nlng or the establishment o maid--tenan-

of Slavery . This amendment., nf ,iKtr
rightly interpreted and applied, would be sufficient

prevent w mtroduotion of skives into any1 tor- -

'"si United States-.- a At all
evet,ts.. uken irr.connectioa with the Ordinance,
and with the original provision of the Constitution,

The truth is, that the Compiomise acta of 1850
were not intended to introdueo any principle of
Territorial organization applicable to any other
Territory except that covered by tbem. The pro-

fessed object of the friends of the Compromise
acts was to compose the whole SlnvVry agitation.
There were various matters of complaint. The

of fugitives from service was one.
The existence of Slavery and the sl ive trade here
in this District and elsewhere, under the exclusive
jurisdiction of Congress, was another. The ap
prehended inlroductinn or prohibition cf Sluvery in
the Territories furnished other grounds of contro-
versy. The Slave States complu'iued of the L ee
States, and the freo States complained of the slave
Slutes. It was supposed by tome that this whole
agitation might be stayed, and fioully put at rest,
by skillfully adjusted legislation. No. air, we had
the Omnibus Bill and its appendages, tbe Fugitive
Slave Bill, and the District Slave Trade Suppres
sion B. 11. To please the North to please the
free States California was to be admitted, and
the slave despots here ia the District were to be
broken up. , To . please the slave States, a strin-ge- ut

Fugitive Slave Act was to be passed, and
Slavery was to hnve a chance to get into the new
Territories. The support of the Senator and
Representatives from Texas waa to be gnined by
a liberal adjustment of Loundury, and by the as-
sumption of a large portion of their State debt.
The general result contemplated was a complete
and fluid adjustment of all questions relating to Sla-
very. The acts passed. A number ef the friends
of the acts signed a compact, pledging themselves
to support no man for any office who would in any
way renew the agitation. . The country was re-

quired to acquiesce ia . the settlement as an abso-
lute, fi.iality. , ... - :..-

No man concerned ia .carrying ihoBO measures
through Congress, and least of "all the distinguished
inno whose efforts mainly contributed to their snc-oes- s.

ever imagined that in the Territorial acts
which forn-e-d a part pf the series, they were plan-
ting the germs of a new agitat'on. Indeed, I ha ve
proved that one of these acts contained an express
stipulation which precludes the revival of the agi-
tation in the form ia which it is now thrust upon
the country, without manifest disregard of the
provisions of those acts themselves. " '

I have now proved beyond controversy that the
averment of the bill, which my amendment propo-
ses to strike out, is untrue. Senators, will you
unite in a s atemont which you know lo be con-
tradicted by the history of the country? Will you
incorporate into a public statute an affirmation
which is contradicted by every event which atten-
ded or followed tbe ndoption of the Compromise
acts? Will you here, acting under your high re-
sponsibility as Senators of the States, assert as
fact, by a solemn vote, that which the personal
recollection ofeery Senator who was here during
the discussion of those Compromise acts disproves?
I will not believe it until I see it. If you wish to
break up the time-honore- d compact embodied in
the Missouri Compromise, transferred Si.to the
joint resolution for the annexatioa of Texas, pro
soived and iffirmed by these Compromise r.ct
luemseives, oo it openly do it boldly. Repeal

, . ....u jvt: ; ,it..t iuinin jirooiDinoD. . iiepoaj it by a direct
vote; . Do not repeat ft by indirection. Do not

declare" it "inoperative," ' because suppressed
by Ihe principles of the legislation of 1850." '

Mr. President, three grent eras h ive marked
the history of this country, in respect to Slavery
Tlia first may be characterized ne the Era of

It commenced with the ear!!.'
est struggle formitronal indspendance; ' The spirit
which inspired it animated the hearts and promp
ted the efforts of Washington, of Jefferson.' of
ratrick Henry, of Wythe, of Adams, of Jny. bi
Hamilton, of Morris; in t hort cf all the great men
o. u, t,Br.y All thesenisiory. hoped ail these
labored for all these believed in the final deliver-
ance of Ihe country from the curse of Shivery.
That spirit burned in the Declaration of inVWTu
dence, aDd inspired the provisions of the "Constitu
tion and of the Ordinance of 1787. Under it in
fluence. when in full vigor, Stute after State pro--
..oeu ior me emancipation of the slaves within
their limits, prior to the adoption of the Constitu-
tion. Under its feebler influence nt a Infer period,
and during the administration of Mr. Jeffarson.the
importation of slaves was prohibited, into Missis-
sippi and Louisiana, in the faint hope that those
Territories might 'finally 'become free States.
Gradually that spirit ceased to influence our put-ti- c

councils, and lost its control over V e American
heart and the American rJblicy. Aoolher Era
succeeded, but by such imperceptible graduations
that the lines which separate the two raonot be
traced with absolute precisinn. ' The facts of the
two Eras meet and mingle as the currents of con-

fluent streams mix so imperceptibly that the ob-

server cannot fix the spot where the meeting waters
' -blend. -

This seennd Era was the Era of Cosfrvatism.
Its great maxim was to preserve the existing con-
dition. Men said, let things remain as they are;
let Sluvery stay where it is; exolude it where it is
no; refrain from disturbing the public quiet by ag-
itation; adjust all differences that arise, not by the
npplicolion of principles, but by compromises.

It was during this period that the Senator tells
nsthnt Slavery was maintained in Illinc is, both
while a Territory and after rfbecame a State, in
despite of tbe provisions of the Oidihnncel It is
true, sir, that the slaves held in the Illinois coun-
try, under the French law, were not regarded as
absolutely emancipated by the provisions of the
Ordinance. But full effect was given to the Ordi-nanc- o

in excluding the introduction oi s.uves,aod
thus" the Territory was preserved from eventually
bee ming a slave State. Tbe few slave holders in
the Territory of Indiana, which then included

iu obtaining uch an ascendancy in
its auairs, tliat repeated applications were made,
not merely by conventions of delegates, but by the
Territorial Legislature itself, for a suspension of
the olause ic the Ordinance' prohibiting Slavery.
These' applications were reported upon by John
Riiudolphv of Virginia, in the House, and by Mr.
Franklin in the Senate. Both the reports were
against suspension. X be grounds stated by Kan- -
dolph are specially worthy of being considered
now. They are thus stated in the report: ' " u

"That the committee deem it highly dangerous
and inexpedient to impair a provision wisely cal-

culated to promote the happiness and prosperity
of the Northwestern country, and t o'give strength
and security to ' that extensive frontier. In the
salutary operation of this sagacious and benevolent
restraint, it is believed that the inhabitants of In
diana will, at no very distant day, find ample. re
muneration for a temporary privation of labor and
of emigration." ' .' -

Sir, these reports, made in 1803 and 1807, "and
tho uction of Congross ujioi: them, in conformity

A bill preparatory to the admission of Missouri.

containing the proposed restoration, was passed

by the House and sent to the Senate. - In that
body ihe bill was amended by striking out the res
triction; the House refused to concur in the amend

ment; the Senate insisted upon it and the bill fail

ed. At tbe next session of Congress the contro-

versy was renewed. Ia the mean time "Maine

had been revered from Massachusetts, bad ador-
ed a Constitution, and had Applied for: admi sion
inly the Union. 'A bill providing for her admis-

sion passed the House, and was sent to the Sn-- .

ate. ' This bill was amended in the ien--.t- by tack
ing to it a bill for' tbe admission of Missouri, and

by the addition of a section prohibiting Slavery in
all tbe Territory acquired by Louisiana north of
36 deg 30 min. The House refused to concur in

these amendments, and the: Senate asked fur a

Committee of Conference, to which the House
agreed. During the progress of these events, the
House, after passing the- - Maine bill, hod also pass-

ed a bill for the admi88ion.Jpf Missouri, embodying
the restriction" upon' slavery in the State. The
Senate amended tbe bill by striking out tbe res
triction, and by inserting the section prohibiting
Slavery north of 36 dg. 30 min.

This section came from the South, through Mr.
Thomas, the Senator from Illinois, who had uni-

formly voted with the slave States against all res-

triction. It was adepted on the 17.h of February,
1820, as an amendment to the Maine and Missou-

ri bill, by 33 ayes, against 10 noes. - t -

: Mr. Hunter. I think that the provision passe
without a division in the Senate. , .,

Mr. Chase. - The Senator is mistaken. Four-

teen Senators from ihe'Sluve States, and twenty
from tbe free States, voted. for, lhat amendment.
Eight from the former, and,two:- - fiptn the latter.
voted against it., . No vote by ayes and noes was
taken when the same amendment was engrafted;
upon the separate Missouri b II, a few days. later;
the.sense of. tbe Senate- - having been

by the former vote. .;. ;. rf, c ...
This was tbe condition of. matters when the

Committee of Conference for which the Senate
had' asked, made their report... The , members.of
the .committee from the Senate were, of course,

favorable. to the Senate amendments- - Ia the
House, the Speaker, Hwnry Clay, was also in fa
vor of them, and be bad the appointment cf--, the
Committee. Of course be took oare.as he has since
informed the country, to consliiute the committee
jn such manner and of such persons as would be
most likely to secure their udoptioti. The result
was what might have been exp-cted- .v Thn com
raittee recommended that the ..Senate should re
cede from its amendments to the Maine bill, and
and that the Houae should concur in tbe amend
ments to the Missouri bill.. Enough members from

the 'free States, .were found tn turn the scale
again the proposed ' resti icion of Sluvery in the
State; and the amendment of the Senate striking
it out was concurred iu by ninety yeas, against
eighty-seve- n nays. . .; ..... ... .

-

From this moment, successful opposition to the
introduction of Missouri with slavery was impos
Bible. Nothing remained ut to determine the
character of the residue i.f the Louisiana acquiai

of 36 deg. 30 .min. was conearred in by one hun-

dred and thirty-fou- r yeas, against fortyhtwo nays.
Of the yeas, tbiity-igh- t were fiom.; stave 'and
ninety-si- x fr m free States; of I thirty
seven were from Uve States, aod fie from free.
Among those who voted wiih the minority Was

Mr. Lowndes, of South Carolina, whose vote, es
timated by the worth and honor of the man out
weighs many oppositas. '

. .' . .' .c :

Now, for the first time was ihe geographical
line established botween slavery and freedom in

.
-this country. --

' ' Let us pause and ascertain upon what principle
th.s Compomiss- - was- - adopted, and to what territo-
ry it applied. The controversy was between the
two great sections of ihe Union.". The subject was
a vast extent of almost unoccupied country, em-

bracing tbe whole territory, west of the Mississippi
It ws territory in which slave jaw existed at the
time of acquisition. The compromise section con-

tained, no provision allowing slavery south of 36
deg. 30 min. It could never have .received the
sanction of Congress if it had. ..The continuance
of Slavery was there left to the. determination of
circumstances. There , was, nu implied under-
standing that Congress should not inteifere with
the operation of, those, circumstances and that
was all. , The prohibition north of 36 deg. 30 min
was absolute and perpetual. . The act in which it
was contained was submitted by the President to
the Cabinet,' for their opinion upon the constitu
tionulity of that prohibition. Calhoun, Crawford
aod Wirt, were members of that Cabinet. . Each,
in a written opinion affirmed its constitutionality,
and the act received the sanction of the Presid-

ent.-- .
.

: .
'

- Thus we see that the parties to the arrange-
ment were the two' sections of the country the
free States on one side the slave Slates on the
other.-- ' The Subject of it was Ibe whole territory
west of theMississippi,outside of tbeStateof Lou-

isiana: and the practical operation- - of it was, tbe
division of this territory between the institution of
Slavery aod the institution of Freedom. ;.

The arrangement was proposed by the slave
States. It was. carried by their votes. A large
majority of routbern Senators voted for it; a ma-

jority of Sou' hern Jlepresentatives voted for it. It
was approved by all the Southern Members of tbe
Cabinet, and received the sanction of a Southern
President. . Tbe compact was embodied in a sin-

gle bill, containing reciprocal provisions. Tbe ad-

mission of Missou.i with sluvery,- and the'under-staodin- g

that slavery should not be prohibited by
Congress south of 36 deg- - 30 min. were the con-

siderations of the perpetual prohibition nor h of
that line; and that prohibition was the considera-
tion of the admission, and the understanding. The
slave States received a large share of the consider-
ation coming to them, paid in hand. Missouri

The vote was as follows:
Ates Messrs. Morrill and Parrott of New

Hampshire; Mellen and Oils, of MussnohUBelts;
Dana and Linmnn, of Connecticut; Burrill and
Hunter, of Rhode Island; Palmer and Ticbenori
of Vermont; King and Sanford, of New York;
Dickerson and Wilsen, of New Jersey; L'iwrie
and Roberts, of Pennsylvania; Rugglesand Trim-
ble, of Ohio; Horsey and Van Dyke, of Delaware;
Lloyd and Pinkney, of Muryland; Stokes of North
Carolina; Johnson and Logan, of Kentucky; Ea-
ton and Williams, of Tennessee;' Brown and
Johnson, of Louisiana; Leake, nf Mississippi:
King and Wnlker, of Alulmnm; Edwuida and
Thomas; of Illinois.- - v..,: ..... ; v

.Noes Messrs. Noble and Taylor, of Indiana;
Barbour and . Pleasants, of Virginia; Macon, of
North Carolina; Gaillard and Smiih, of South
Carolina; Elliott and WalI.er, of Geurgiii. and
William? of Missistipjii,

' ,
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Speech of lion. S. P. Cbae, of Ohio,
In THX Sehatjc, FeBsrjjiitr 3, 1854,

Jlgainst the Repeal of Oie MUsouii rrnUtilion of
': Slavery north of 36 (leg. 30 min. '
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The third specification "of the Senator charges
the signer of the appeal with misrepresentation
of the original policy of the country in respect to

" Slavery'. The Senator say: ''" ,V'
'

" The argument of this manifesto is predicated
Upon the assumption that the pi licy'of the father
ttf the Republic was to prohibit Slavery jd all the.
Territories ceded by the old States to the Union,
and made United State territory for the purpose
of being organized into new States. "flake usue
upon that statement. , V .. . . .1,

The Senator then proceeds to attempt to show
that the original policy of the country was ope of
indifferenliem between Slavery and Freedom; and
that, in pursuance of it, a geogiapbical. line was
established, reaching from the eastern to the west-

ern limit of the original States that is to
the Mississippi river. - .Sir, if anything is susc.epti
ble of absolute historical demonstration,, I think it
is the proposition that the founders of ibis Repub-li- o

never contemplated any extension of Slavery.
Let us for a few moments retrace the past.

What was the general sentiaient if the country
when the Declaration of Independence was pro-- ;

tnulgated 1 I invoke Jefferson as a witness. Let
biin speak to us from bis grave, in the language, tf
his memorable exposition of he rights of British
America, laid before the Virginia Convention, in
August, 1774. , These are his words:- - ,

" The abolition of domestic Slavery jg Ibe great?
est objeot of desire in these colonies, where it was
unhappily introduced in their Infantatate;" ' E"

In the spirit which animated Jefferson, the First
Congress the old Congress of J 774 among their
first acts, entered into . a solemn; covenant against
the slave traffic. ,., ..J ...I ;.,,';

In 1776, the Declaration of Independence, draft-
ed by Jefferson, announced ne such low and narr
row principles as seem to- be 'he. fashion, tnow.
That immortal document asserted no right of the
Btroog to oppress the weak, of the majority .to ear
slave the minority. It promulgated ,thei sublime J

creed ot human rights., Jt declared that ai-j- . mem
are created equal, and endowed by their Creator
with inalienable rights to life and liberty. 'r.j ft

.

Thfirst acquisition pf territory, was .made by ,

the United States three yeats bef.ire the adoption- -

of. the Constitution,.. J.i.st nher the. oouiit'j Lad
emerged from the war tl Lideiieiidrnpp, wheji its.

. Btruggles, perils, and plii!CipWs..nre fru b iu re-

membrance, and the spirit of t,he. Ri;voluti; n yej.
lived and burned in every Aii:erican-- heart,., v e;,

rnade our first scqubititin of ienUirj. TU4 1 c
rjuisilion was derived from I might, peihaj s, bet-

ter say con firmed by the caesii;s
New. Yolk sod Conmcticut., .It was the rJ'e;rir,
tory SJorthweat of the R ver Ohio. : i:jy ;

: Congress funhwith jrocreded to jronsUh r :he
uhject of . its govi rniiietit. Jril'wis.iii Mr.

Howell, and. .Blr, .Chase, wore ftrpoinlft.1 u e..mT
mitten to draft an Qrdinarce ir.nking proviriun f
thut object.., The Ordii utu-- ws ibt-woi-k

of Mr. Jefferson, Br.d is maiked throi ghoot
by his spirit of comprehensive ittteliignnte mud de-

votion, to libeity. It diif not confine its regards to
the territory actually acquired, but cootentplaled
further acquiailioLS by the cesstoos of ether States.
It pruv dsd-f- the organizatkin of tempcraty, and
lierhiaoent- - State Governments in all territory,
whether ''ceded or tp te eeded," from I he 31st
parallel, the boundary between the United Sttefl,i
and the Sjwoisb province tf Fioridion thesoutli,
to the 42J parallel, the: I oundury .between Ibis.-Countr-

and the British possesuntis 00, the north. -

The Territory was to La formed into States
, the settlers Were to receive authority fri m. bhe
Oaoeral Governmeut to fui m temporary Govero-ineot- s.

The temporary Government- waa to cont-

inue-in force urtil the population abould ino'i ettee
20,000 inhabitants; . and, then the Jfemparary

were to be converted into permanent Governments
Both the temporary and the, permanent GorD

. taents were: to be established upon certain prmciH
pies, expressly set forth ia the Oidinarioe, as their
basis. Chief among tliose was the trufortapt pro
viso to which I pow ask the atteotioaof iha-Se- o

After the year 1800 of the Christian era. there
shall be neither Slavery or involuntary servitude in
any of lhe8aid Stales, otherwise tlum in the pun
ishment of eiimes Whereof ibe parties ahaH have
been duly convicted to have been personally.

- gUllty.". . . !- .; : --j .

. Let it be noted and remembered tint this pro.
vjso applied ot nly to ,the territory which had
been ceded already by Virgin a and the o:ber
States, but to all territory ceded and tebe ceded.:
There was ot one': inch i f territory within the
whole-- limits of the Republic which was not cov
ered by the claims ofone or anotherof (he States.
It was tbeo the opinion of many statesmen Mr.
Jefferson himself among them that the United
States, .under the Coutituion,. were incapable of
acquinng territory outside of the. nrigiojl State,
ihe Jefferson proviso,- - thpreforei? extended, toall
territory which it was then supposed the United
State could possibly acquire. r '.

. . Well, sir, What was the action upon this prov:aa?
Mr. Speight, of North Carolina,; moved that it be
stricken from the Ordinance f and the vote stood,
or .the provisio. six State New ) Hampshire,

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut;, New
York, and Pennsylvania ; agaicst ..the-: proviso,
three States Virginia, - Maryland,., and South
Carolina., Delaware and Georgia were not then
represented in the Congress, and Ihe vote ofNorth
Carolina, being dividod.waa not counted ; nor was
the vote of New Jersey counted, one dejegnteonly
being present. But the Sent will observe that
the States stood six to three. Of ibe twenty three
delegates present, sixteen were for the provisio and
eeven against it. The vote of the Slates was two
to ouo, and that of the delegatSs more than two to
one, for-- the proviso: But under the provisions of

he-- , Articles of Confederation, which then con-
trolled the legislation of Congress, the votes or a
majority of all the States were necessary to retain
it in the Ordinance. It failed, consequently, pre
cisely as a provUo in a treaty must fuil, unless it
receive the votes of two-thu-ds of the. ttiembei-so- f

the Senate. .'. s .. - .:,
. Sir, if that doctrine of the rights of mejorites, of

which we bear so much and see in set and i jtjc-- .
t:ee so little, bad then been, recognised jf the
wishes of a majority of the States and of ti:ma
jorily of the delegates had prevailed if the almost
universal sentiment pf the people had been re-
spected, the question, .of Slavery in this, country
Would have been seller thut day forever, . All the

it shows conclusively the absence of all intention
upon the part cf the founders of the Government
to afford any countenance or protection to Slavery
outside of tbe State Knits. Departure from the
true interpretation of the Constitution has created
the necessity fur more pwitive prohibition. - .'

Mr . general view upon this subject is simply
this : Slavery is tbe subjection of one mm te the
absolute disposal of another man. by force. Mas-

ter and slave, according to the principles of tbe
Declaration of Independence, and by' tbe law of
nature, are alike men,' endowed by their Creator
with equal rights. ; Sir, Mr.r Pinkney was right,
when, in the' Maryland House of Delegates, he
fxelaimeq', By the eternal principles of j is t ice,
no maul in the State has a right to hold bis si ive
for a single hour." s Slavery, then, exists nowhere
by the Jaw of nature. "Wherever it exists at all.
it must be through , the sanction and support of
municipal or State legislation. .'--.

i Upon this state of things the Constitution acts.
It recognises all men as persons. . It confers no
power,, but, on the contrary, expressly denies all
power to the Government of its creation to estab-
lish or continue Slavery. "Congress has no more
power, under the Constitution, to make a slave
than to make a king; do" more power to establish
Slavery than-t- establish the Inquisition. '

' At the eame time, the Constitution confers no
power on Congress, but, on the contrary, denies
all power to inteifere wiih the internal polidy of
any State, sanctioned and established by its own
Constitution and its own legislation, in respect to
to tbe personal relations of its inhabitants. . Tbe
States, uuder the Constitution, are absolutely free
from all interference by Congress in that respect,
except, perhaps, in the case of wsr or insurrec-
tion; and may legislate' as I hey please within the
limits of their own Constitutions.' They may
allow Slavery, if they please,' just" as they may
license oilier wrongs.- - But State laws, by which
Slavery is allowed and regulated, can operate only
within the limits of the State, and can have no
extra territorial effect. .' ' ..'; . " ;

: Sir,;l oould quote the opioiors of Southern
judges ad infinitum, in support of the doctrine that
Slavery is. against natural right, absolutely-depende-

for its existence or continuance upon the
.State legislation. I might quote the scornful re
jeclioo by Randolph of all aid from the Gpnernl
Government' to' the. institution of Slavery witnin
the States." I might quote the decision of tlie
celebrated Chancellor Wythe, of Virginia-- over
ruled arterwards, I know, sir, in the Court of Ap
pealstlmt Slavery was so against juetieo, that the
presumption of freetfom must be allowed in favor

y .alleged; slave suing forl.berty, tind thai- -

the onus of proving Ihe contrary rested upon the
master. ,

1 .think,-sir- , 1 .have now shown that the Ordi- -

nnnce of 1787, and the Constitution of the United
States, were absolutely in harmony one with the
other; and that if the Oidinance hud neer been
adopted,' the Constitution itself, properly inter
preted and administered, would have exclmled
Sluvery from nil newly-ncquir- ed territory: - But
sir, whatever opinion may be entertained in re-

spect to the interpretation of the Constitution
which. I defend, one thing is absolutely indiepot-nble- ,

and thit is, that it was. the original policy o'

the countiy to exclude Slave: y from all national
territory, j. . . .

-
: .. ; . . . ..

, That policy was never depa led from until ll:e
your 1790, when Congress accepted the cession of
what is now Tennessee, from North Carolina.
But did the acceptance of that cession indicate any
purpose rf establishing a geographical tine between
Slavery end Freedom ? Why, sir, "onlhe ron- -

traryrthe State ef.Norib- - Carolina, aware that in

' be absesce of any stipulatioc to the contrary, Sla
very would be prohibited irrthe ceded territory, in
pursuance cf tbe established policy of the Govern

mentj introduced into her deed of cession an ex
press piovision, that the y article of tbe
Ordinance of 1787 should not be applied to it. It
may he said thnt Congress should have refused to
accept the cession. I ngree in thnt opinion. But
Slavery ah eady existed in that district as part Of

the State Of North Cerolina, and it was probably
thought unreasonable to deny the wish of Ihe State
for its continuance. - t

The same motives dee'ded the action of Georgia
in making her cession of the territory between ber
western limits and the Mississippi, and tbe action
of Congress accepting it.. The acceptance of both
of these cessions, as well as the adoption and

by Congress of the slave laws of Mary'
land for the District of Columbia, were departures
from original policy but they indicated no purpose'
to' establish any geographical 'line. They were
the result of the giadually increasing indifference
to the claims of Freedom, plainly perceivable in
the history of the country after the adoption of tbe
Constitution. . Luther-Marti- had complained in

1788 .' when our own liberties were at stake, we
warmly felt for the common rights of man. The
danger being thought to be passed which threat-
ened ourselves, we are daily growing more and
more insensible to those fights." :' It was this
growing insensibility which led to these departures
from origiual policy. Afterwards, id 1803, Louis-
iana was acquired from France. Did we then
hasten to establish a geographical line? No. sir.
Iu Louisiana, aa in the Territories acquired from
Georgia and North Carolina, Congress refrained
from applying the policy of 1787 ; Congress did
not interfere with existing Slavery; Congress
contented itself with enactments prohibiting, abso-
lutely, the introduction of slaves from beyond the
limits of the United States; and also prohibiting
their introduction fiom any of the States, except
by bona fide owners, actually removing to Louis-
iana for settlement. When Louisiana was ad-

mitted into the Union, in 1812, no restriction was
imposed upon her in respeefcto Slavery... At this
time, there were slaves all aong up the west bank
of the Mississippi as far as St. Louis, dnd per-
haps " 'even above. -

In 1818 Missouri applied for admission into the
Union.' The free States then awoke to the dan-

ger of the total overthrow of the original policy of
the country. They saw lhat no State had taken
measures for the abolition of Slavery since the
adoption of the Constitution. Thoy saw that the
feeble attempt to restrict the introduction of slaves
into the- territories acquired from" Georgia., and
from. France had utterly failed, They insisted'
therefore, that in the formation of a Constitution'
the people of the proposed Slate should embody
in it a provision for the gradual abolition of exist-

ing Slavery and prohibiting the further introduc-

tion of slaves. -" ; "'; '

By this time the slave interest had become strong
and the slave power was pretty firmly established.
The demand of Ibe free States v3 veheniently
contested, - ''" V
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It will light ttp a , fire in the country which may.,
perhaps, consume those who kindle it.; ..
; I cannot believe that the people of this couatty'
have so far. lost eight. of the maxims and principles
of the Revolution, or ore so insensible to. the obli-

gations which those maxim and principles impose,
as to acquiesce iu the violation of this compact. '
Sir, the Senator from Illinois , tells us lhat .he pro-

poses a final Battlement of all lerritoi ial qaeetiotiB
in respect to Slavery, by the application, of the
principle of popular sovereignly. What. kind of
popular sovereignty is that which allows one por- - .
tion of the peoj lo to enslave another portion? Ia
that the doctrine of rqusl rights? Ji that exact
justice? Is that the teaching of enlightened, liber-

al, progressive Denlcracy? , No. wr,-no- , .Tjiere-- ,

cao bo no real Democracy ; wh'xh ..does .not fuijy
maintain the rights of ma a, as man. ..Living, prac- -i

tical, earnest Democracy imperatively requires us,,
while carefully abstaining from unconstitutional in- -,

terference with the internal regulations ofrany;
Slate upon, the su'ject of Slavery, or any other
subject to insiet opon the practical application of .

its great principles in all the legislatiop of Congress
t repeat, sir, that we who maintain these prin- -,

.

ciplea w)U aland shpulder to Bboulder with the mea
who, differing from." us upon' other questions,' will
yet unite' with us la opposition to the violation-of- .

plighted faith contempliited by this bill. .' There
are men, and not a feW, who are wili ng to adhere
lo the Compromise oPjS50. - If ibe Missouri

which that Compromise incorporate icd
preserves among its own provisions shall be repeal
ed, abrogated, '.broken. jp, thousand will is'ayV
Away with r all xjpapromises; they- - are not worth
the paper on which they , are printed; we . will xe-j- .

turn to the old . pi incij.lus of the . Constitution.
We will, assert, the ancient, doctrine, that BQ per--

son shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property,by,
the legislation pf Congress, duqprooess of
law. -- Currying out that principle into its .practical,
applications; wo will not cense our efforts untile
Slavery shall, cease - to exist wherever.it can be
reached by tbe constitutionjlACtion of the Govern- -,

ment. - .... . . Vt ry. , . s.,'
- Sir, I have frith in progress.:; I have faith in
Democracy. - The planting and growth of ti.is.
nation, upon this western continent, was not art
accident. , The establishment of the American
Government, upon tbe sublime principles of thoi
Declaration oi Independence, and the organization
of the Union cf these States, under our existing.
Constitution, was the work of great men, inspired; .

iiy great ideas, guided by Divine. Prpvidencej. ,
These men, the fathers of the Republic, have be'--

quealbed to us the great duty pf so administering
the Government which they organized, as to pro-"- "

tect thn rights, to guard the interests, and promote
the well-bein- g of all persons wi! hi a its jurisdic-
tion, and thus present to the nations of the earth a
noble example of wise and just
S r, I have faith enough to believe that we shall y et
fulfil this high doty..,- Let me borrow tbe inspira-

tion of Milton, while I declare my belief, that we v
hove yet a country, "not degenerated, nor droop-

ing to a fatal decay, but destined, by casting off the
old and wrinkled skin of corruption, to outlive Jtfte
pangs, AKD WAX TODKO AGAIN, :AKD, ESTERftV
THEl-QRIOC- S WATS OF TRUTH AND PEOsrEROCS'

TtRTDlS," BECOME. GREAT AWD HOHOB.ABUE-'-!- i'

Tnr.sE latter ages. Methinks I -- see-... ia mjl
mind a grgat and puiasaut nation rouaiog bergelf
like a strong man af.er sleep, and. shaking her in
vinciblo lecks. Methinks I see her as an eagle

reewing her mighty youth, omo ktndimg ker
tyes ki tub foli. mio pat bkam; "pobq;-- .

IKQAND UNSCAL1.NQ BER SIGHT AY

TnK foostais iTSEir or beavewlt radiaiice";
While tho whole noise of timorous-- and flocking

birds, with tbiso also that love the twilight, AvX

tor abont, amazed at what se m.eaos, and ifl tbeuf
envious gabble would prognosticate a year cf secta,
andschbms." .

-
. - . . s

-

Sir, we may fulfil this sublime destiny, if we
will but faithfully adhere to Ihe great maxims, of
the Revolution; honestly carry into ihoir legitimate
practicol applications the- - high' principles of De's

mocrocy; and preserve inviolate plighted faith sod
solemn compacts. Lt us-d- this, putting out
trust in the God of ,pur fathprs, snrj there ia no.

dream of national prosperity, power aod glory,
which ancient or modern builders of ideal

evor covceived, which we may not
hope to realise. aPut' if we torn aside from these
ways (if honor, lo walk in the by.paths of tempO
rary expedients, comprom"ing with wrong, abett
ting oppression, and repudiating lairb, the wisdom
and devotion and labors of pur fathers will have
been oil all in vain. ' ' "'"' ' "

. ;. -

Sir, 1 trust that the result of this disoussioo wilt
ahowlhct the American $eoat will aoction no
breaoh of compact. Let ua strike Jrotn the bill
ihe statement which historical fact and our per-- -

onal recollections disprove, and then reject every
proposition which looks toward a violation.! t)ie
plighted faith and solemn compact which our fath-

er made, and which we, their sons, are bouod.tiy
every lie of obligation, sacredly to iri iiu .lin,, .v


